Ubeda

The Secret Garden
of Andalusia

Guide for Restless Souls
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An urban handbook of
pleasures for those in
search of the real thing

Ubeda is no mere stop on the tourist trail, but a
destination that asks to be courted with a lovers
patience and a scholars attention. Set in the lands of
Jaén like a jewel nestled in a crown of olive groves, this
World Heritage city is a living canvas where history is
painted in Renaissance grandeur and in the quiet
simplicity of traditions that have outwitted time with

uncommon grace.

For the traveller in search of more than fleeting
snapshots, Ubeda reveals itself as a landscape of
sensations, where stone, earth and art are woven into
an experience that leaves its mark on the soul as

much as on the memory.

This chronicle is a compass for wayfarers, a guide that
reaches beyond ordinary maps to uncover the
essentials and bring to light the secrets that make
Ubeda unlike anywhere else in the known world.




Ecstasy in Stone

Plaza Vazquez de Molina and Its Jewels

The heart of Ubeda beats with titanic force in Plaza Vazquez de Molina, a space so arresting it
steals the breath and stills the tongue. Here, a citys ambition takes shape in an architectural

ensemble of harmony and beauty that defies description. There is no finer starting point for your
romance with the city.




The Salvador Chapel: A Symphony in Stone

Considered a masterpiece of the Andalusian
Renaissance, the Salvador Chapel rises
beyond its religious function to become a
declaration of power, faith and creative
genius. Its facade, born of Andrés de
Vandelviras imagination, is a symphony of
classical forms in which every element
seems to sing in perfect accord.

The central medallion calls to mind the
grandeur of the ancient world with an

authority that never needs to raise its voice.
Inside, conceived as the pantheon of the
House of Cobos, the chapel astonishes with
a monumentality that embraces without
overwhelming. The sacristy, both intimate
and majestic, is a masterpiece of light and
proportion, where everything from the
star-vaulted ceiling to the smallest
ornament seems to whisper the secrets of
Vandelviras genius.

Essentials

The Juan Vazquez de Molina Palace: Serene Elegance

This palace, now home to the Town Hall,
stands with quiet authority opposite Santa
Maria Basilica. Its popular name comes from
the chains adorning its facade, a symbol of
royal protection that speaks of times when
honour was carved into stone.
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Pause to take in the purity of its lines, the
beauty of its inner courtyard and the singular
grace of its facade: a masterclass in serenity
and balance that teaches more about
architecture than many a learned treatise.
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The Minor Basilica of Santa Maria de los
Reales Alcazares: A Sacred Palimpsest

On the site of the old main
mosque stands this church, a true
meeting point of eras where
every century has left its
signature.

To walk through it is to travel in
time, from Gothic foundations to
Renaissance transformations, a
stone chronicle of civilisations

that succeeded one another
without ever fully erasing what
came before.

Its cloister is a haven of peace,
the perfect place for a reflective
pause, where the soul can quietly
absorb this fusion of styles and
centuries.

Essentials
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The City of
Wise Hands

A Journey Through the Creative Arts

The essence of Ubeda lies not only in carved stone, but in shaped clay, forged metal, wood and
esparto grass. Craftsmanship is the citys vibrant soul, a living legacy that can be felt, touched and
carried home as easily as it can be kept in the heart.
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The Clay Route
Temples of Pottery

Make your way to the San Millan quarter, the
epicentre of Ubedas pottery tradition, where
workshops are true temples of creation.
Watching master potters at the wheel is a
hypnotic spectacle, one that links the present
to ancient rituals of transformation.

Look out for the iconic verde cobre glaze, that
distinctive finish which lends local pieces their
unmistakable sheen and tone, the fruit of
centuries of almost alchemical
experimentation. Every jug, every plate, every
botijo (traditional earthenware cooling vessel)
is a work of functional art, an authentic
keepsake carrying with it the soul of Ubedas
earth.

The Echo of the Forge
An Open-Air Museum

Ubeda itself is an open-air museum of wrought
iron beneath the sky. Artistic ironwork reached
its Renaissance peak here, and its creations
adorn palace grilles and chapel railings like
jewels set into a crown of stone.

To visit a forge is to step into a world of fire and
metal, where the rhythmic hammering, the heat
of the furnace and the craftspersons skill in
bending glowing iron become a sublime lesson
in how strength and artistry can move in step.
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A Banquet
for the Senses

Gastronomy for the Soul

Ubedds gastronomy is the purest expression of its identity: cooking shaped by olive groves, by the o
land and by time itself turning simplicity into excellence. o 2 RN~
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The Tapas Trail: A Sacred Ritual

Going out for tapas in Ubeda is something close to sacred, a way of socialising
that turns each bar into a stage for everyday life. Order a drink and you will be
served a generous tapa, from lomo de orza to ochio con morcilla en caldera,
each one a small gesture of genuine hospitality.

Calling at several bars allows you to sample countless local delights while taking
part in the real parliament of the people, played out in these spontaneous
conversations.

The Taste of Memory:
Spoon Dishes

Do not miss the beloved platos de cuchara,
the spoon dishes that form the backbone
of local cooking and feel like a culinary
embrace. Andrajos, a hearty stew of flat
pastry strips with vegetables and meat, is
deeply comforting on cooler days, while
espinacas esparragas and the summer
pipirrana salad connect you with the purest
essence of Ubedas table.

Convent Sweets: Treasures
Behind Cloistered Walls

Convent baking is another treasure the city
keeps close. Seek out alpargates, roscos de
Jesus or borrachuelos, a heritage of
flavours still alive in enclosed convents and
traditional bakeries where recipes are
handed down from generation to
generation like state secrets.
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Beyond the
Monuments

To understand Ubeda in full, one must step away from the obvious path and tune into its unhurried

rhythm and its wise, warm-hearted people.
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The Viewpoints: Balconies to Infinity

One of the most breathtaking views opens from the viewpoints along the walls,
where the landscape of Ubeda unfolds into an endless horizon of olive trees:
Jaéns true 'silver sea’. Visit at sunset, when golden light washes over the
countryside, and the experience will stay with both your eyes and your heart.

An Evening Stroll: Enchanted Ubeda

By night, Ubeda is pure magic: monuments lit like beacons of beauty, cobbled
streets taking on an air of mystery, and a hush that allows the citys profound
peace to be felt in full Walking through Plaza Vazquez de Molina under
moonlight comes close to the mystical.

Essentials
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The Olive Experience:
Communion with the Land

If you are travelling in autumn or winter,
visit a local olive mill where you can
witness the miracle of transformation:
from the arrival of the olives to the
moment when liquid gold begins to flow
from the press. There is no better way to
understand the deep bond between the
city and the land that sustains it.

Ubeda: A Conclusion
Open to Infinity

Ubeda is a city that reveals itself gradually, like a shy lover
who shows her secrets only to those who know how to
wait. It is not a destination for modern haste, but for wise
contemplation.

Its monuments are the noble facade, yet its true soul lies in
the warmth of its people, in the honesty of its food and in
the wisdom of its artisans. At the same time, it is also a city
of commerce and services, with a lively fabric of traditional
shops, family-run businesses, cafés, restaurants and small
enterprises that fill its streets with daily activity, turning
every walk through Ubeda into a constant encounter
between history, everyday life and economic vitality.

It is a city that invites you to slow down, to listen to the
stories whispered by its stones, and to savour every
moment as one savours freshly pressed golden extra virgin
olive oil. By the end of the journey, you will remember not
only buildings, but the indescribable feeling of having
connected with a place where time itself seems to have
been sculpted by an artists hand.

Because Ubeda is not merely visited: it is lived, felt,
and carried forever in some secret corner of the soul



